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Welcome to the fifth issue of Euro-Site-Manager! This series of newsletters provides site managers with insights about
who’s who and what’s where in Brussels. Our aim is to bring Brussels and the issues that could affect your work closer to
you. Also, we are very keen to hear about issues affecting your work, to share that with your network colleagues and also
Brussels-based institutions.

Whilst this newsletter reports on many different topics of interest, we want to particularly ask your attention for the two
online consultations from the European Commission on future EU environment financing (see 1.3). As European funding
for nature conservation is crucial for our work and goals as European site managers, please try to reserve some time in
your schedule to have a look at the questions raised and input before the deadlines of 15th and 17th February 2011. Also
other stakeholders are strongly encouraged to provide their input and ideas. Your contribution would be extremely valuable.

Enjoy this fifth issue and remember - your feedback matters. Please send any specific comments you have about the

issues raised or any general comments and thoughts about Euro-Site-Manager to info@eurosite.org to help us improve the
newsletter.

The Eurosite Team.

Eurosite
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1. Protected Sites and Species

1.1 New Biogeographic Process Proposed for Natura 2000 Management

The European Commission is currently discussing a proposal with Member States to develop a new biogeographic regional
process to enhance the management of Natura 2000 sites. The Commission previously coordinated biogeographic seminars for the
designation of Natura 2000 sites, but the new process is different as, unlike site designation, site management is not legally binding.
The Commission reports that this new biogeographic process should help to: set priority conservation objectives; identify and focus
attention on the most pressing conservation and restoration needs for priority species and habitats; improve information exchange
on work underway across the Member States; and implement a prioritised action framework involving Community co-financing. New
biogeographical seminars are currently being proposed to build on the results obtained in the article 17 reports and are expected to
be held every three years or so. This proposal was presented in the EU Nature Directors meeting and EC Nature and Biodiversity
Coordination Group meeting in November, at which Eurosite is represented via the European Habitats Forum (EHF). Finland has
already offered to host a pilot seminar for the Boreal region in the second half of 2011. The issue is expected to be discussed further
at the next meeting of the EC’s Expert Group on Management of Natura 2000 and EHF meetings, which are attended by Eurosite,
so we will be able to provide further information as developments become known.

1.2 EU Guidance for Natura 2000 Management Issues

Wind Farms and Natura 2000

In October 2010, the European Commission published its guidance on wind farms and Natura 2000 sites. I‘
Whilst wind farms do not generally pose a major threat to wildlife, problems can arise if they are badly e
designed or sited. These new guidelines aim to minimise conflict between achieving the EU’s aim to increase .§ s

its energy from renewable sources, such as wind, whilst avoiding any negative impacts on Natura 2000 sites. h

It does not involve any change to EU legislation or policies but clarifies how existing laws should be applied. NATURA 2000
They highlight the importance of strategic planning, appropriate assessment and best practice. A copy of the guidance for wind
energy and Natura 2000 can be downloaded for free from DG Environment’'s website at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/
natura2000/management/docs/Wind_farms.pdf

Future Guidance Documents

The European Commission intends to continue producing guidance documents to provide clarity on specific issues and aid the
implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives. The EC expect to begin consulting soon with stakeholders on the development
of guidance for ‘Aquaculture and Natura 2000'. Other topics for which guidance may be developed in the future include: fisheries
impacts and related management measures; recreation and tourism; relationships between the Habitats Directive and Water
Framework Directive and the Marine Strategy Framework Directive; and forestry. The EC is also considering making some updates
and additions to the current Article 6 guidance document.

1.3 Consultations on Future EU Environment Financing

DG Environment is currently running two online consultations on the future of EU funding for the environment and input from as many
stakeholders as possible is being strongly encouraged.

The first consultation concerns the future of LIFE+, which is only set to continue in its current form until 2013. Opinions are being
sought concerning its objectives, priorities and modes of support, and the Commission will look at the results when formulating a
new financial instrument. Eurosite has already submitted a response on behalf of the network, based on feedback received from
members during a workshop in October: however, all members are also strongly encouraged to input to the consultation on this key
funding mechanism for site managers. The consultation on the future of LIFE+ is open until 15th February and can be accessed via
the following link: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/life.htm#_en.htm.

The second consultation concerns EU co-financing for Natura 2000, which will be used to inform a new EC Communication on
Financing for Natura 2000 later in 2011. The consultation aims to assess whether the current levels of funding have been adequate
to implement Natura 2000 effectively and how they could be enhanced in the future. The consultation on Natura 2000 financing is
open until 17th February and is available at: http:/lec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/natura2000_en.htm

We encourage all our members to respond to show the support that exists for EU funding for nature conservation. Both consultations

are available in the following languages: English, French, Spanish, Italian, German and Polish.
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2. The Future of Biodiversity Post 2010

2.1 Closing the International Year of Biodiversity in Europe

The EU Belgian Presidency officially closed the International Year of Biodiversity in Europe by hosting a conference at the end of
December on the theme of ‘How to communicate the socio-economic value of biodiversity’.

The conference brought together stakeholders from the conservation community, as well as a

number of representatives from businesses (e.g. extractive industries, tourism and retail sectors),
m who outlined their ideas as to how businesses can contribute to efforts to protect biodiversity.
B e = More information is available on the press release, which followed the conference: www.eutrio.

belpressrelease/close-international-year-biodiversity-2010

2.2 The EU follows up the CBD Outcomes

The outcomes of the CBD COP10, especially the new strategic plan and the development of a strategy for resource mobilisation,
were officially welcomed by the EU Environment Council in its meeting on 20th December. The Council also agreed to implement
the new CBD strategy and targets within the EU, especially by mainstreaming the CBD commitments into other relevant policy areas
such as agriculture and fisheries and by increasing resources (human, technical and financial) from all possible sources. The EU
is expected to present a new EU Strategy for Biodiversity early in 2011, which will also incorporate the implementation of the EU’s
CBD commitments. We will report on this strategy after it has become available, in a future Euro-site-manager. To read the Council
conclusions on the CBD outcomes, go to: www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/envir/118648.pdf

2.3 Launching 2011 as the International Year of Forests

The International Year of Biodiversity may have finished, but 2011 has been designated as the International Year of Forests. It will be
officially launched during the Ninth Session of the UN Forum on Forests, which takes place in New York at the end of January. More
information about the activities and events being planned throughout at the year is available on the website: www.un.org/forests.
Alogo has also been prepared which can be downloaded from the website for use as long as the guidelines are adhered to and a
waiver form signed. The logo has been designed to convey the message of ‘Forests for People’ and highlights the central role of
people in managing and conserving forests. We plan to prepare a special edition of the Euro-site-manager with a focus on forests
later in 2011.

@ e G

3. Raising Public Awareness of Biodiversity Issues

3.1 2nd February - World Wetlands Day

2nd February is designated as World Wetlands Day and this year will be given the theme of
‘Wetlands and Forests’ in recognition of the International Year of Forests. World Wetlands
Day is run by the Ramsar Convention: this year Ramsar has produced materials, which raise
awareness of the benefits provided by forested wetlands and the importance of forests for
water. If you want a copy of the materials for your own activities, they can be downloaded
from the Ramsar website or obtained by contacting the secretariat. For more information,
go to: www.ramsar.org/cda/en/ramsar-activities-wwds-wwd2011index/main/ramsar/1-
63-78%5E24770_4000_0__
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3.2 French Awareness Raising Campaign

Six French conservation organisations launched a campaign in 2010 to raise awareness of biodiversity
amongst the general public and involve people in collective and individual efforts to protect it. They have
already gathered more than 20,000 signatories including some well-known French personalities. The 2
strap-line for the campaign is “La biodiversité c'est ma nature” and Eurosite members working in French- N

speaking countries may be interested in promoting it. More information is available on the website at:
www.labiodiversitecestmanature.org ng#m%g:t

3.3 New TEEB Website for the Public

The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity (TEEB) reports, produced in 2010, have helped to raise awareness amongst policy-
makers of the important contribution made by ecosystems and biodiversity to our economies and societies. A new initiative launched
towards the end of 2010 called ‘TEEB4me’ aims to make TEEB accessible to the wider public, for example via social networking sites
such as Facebook and Twitter. A website has also been launched, which explains the findings of TEEB in an attractive and accessible
way to the general public, can be viewed at: http://bankofnaturalcapital.com/

4. New Reports from the European Environment Agency (EEA)
4.1 New State and Outlook Report Launched

On 30th November 2010, Eurosite was invited to attend the launch of the EEA's new State and Outlook Report on the
European Environment. The report gives a comprehensive overview of the current state and trends facing the European
environment and probable future scenarios, making it a useful source of reference information. It shows that environmental
problems are becoming more complex and interconnected, which, combined with unprecedented global megatrends, is
making them increasingly difficult to resolve. Each of the areas assessed reveals a similar story, with progress being made,
but with efforts needing to be stepped up. For example, in the area of nature and biodiversity, significant progress has
been made to designate protected areas and save some endangered species, but widespread alteration of landscapes,
ecosystem degradation and loss of natural capital has continued.

In a speech at the launch, Janez Poto¢nik, EU Environment Commissioner, said: “On the
conservation status of our most important habitats and species, in air pollution, especially in
our urban areas, it is clear we must do better’, and, “...in the marine environment, it tells us
we need a comprehensive pan-European assessment, because we don’t have the data for
all European Seas. On land, we need to know more about the relationship between land use

SHS SOROPSAN and environmental impacts to assess trade-offs between land use and ecosystem services.”

He also spoke about the EU’s new Resource Efficiency initiative, which he views as an
important tool for helping to tackle some of these challenges. We plan to give more detailed
information about the Resource Efficiency initiative in a future edition of Euro-site-manager —
however, for currently available information, please go to: http://www.eea.europa.eu/soer.

To read the full speech given by Commissioner Poto¢nik at the launch, please go to: http://europa.eu/rapid/
pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH/10/718&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

4.2 Interactive Maps on the Status of European Surface and Groundwater

The EEA has produced a number of online interactive maps, which show the status of surface water and groundwater at
country and river basin levels. The maps relate to the implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive, which aims
to protect and clean water across Europe. Maps are also available showing nitrate levels and Nitrate Vulnerable Zones,
which were designated under the EU Nitrates Directive. To view the maps, please go to the following weblink: www.
eea.europa.eu/themes/water/dc?&utm_campaign=newsletter.2010-12-16.7875609348&utm_medium=email&utm_

source=EEASubscriptions
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5. Climate Change and Biodiversity - Feedback and Analysis of the UNFCCC Cancun Conference (COP16)

The 16th Meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP16) under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
took place in Cancun in Mexico on the 29th November — 11th December. Compared to the failure of COP 15 in Copenhagen in 2009,
the Mexico meeting was hailed as a success as the talks concluded with the ‘Cancun Agreements’, despite attempts by Bolivia to
block it. The agreements were welcomed by the EU Commissioner for Climate Action, Connie Hedegaard. However, concern was
also voiced by many that the Cancun Agreements fall far short of the action needed, as, whilst the agreements recognise the need
for deeper cuts in emissions, they do not set out legally-binding targets for countries.

Key elements of the Cancun Agreements include: integration of emission pledges and a process for clarifying them; a commitment
by developed countries to mobilise $100 billion (€75bn) of funding for developing countries by 2020 through a Green Climate Fund;
an Adaptation Framework; the launch of a REDD+ mechanism (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation) with
technical and financial support; the establishment of a technology transfer mechanism and the agreement to continue negotiations
for the future of the Kyoto Protocol. In terms of integrating biodiversity into climate change discussions, the Cancun Agreement
reached on REDD+ represents a major step forward and was one of the big successes of the Conference. Start up funding has
already been pledged to support action on it. To read the EU’s reaction to the Cancun conference, go to: http://europa.eu/rapid/
pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/10/1699&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

6. Agriculture - the future of the CAP

The EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is due to be reformed in 2013. In preparation for this, DG Agriculture presented
the following Communication in November 2010: “The CAP towards 2020: Meeting the Food, Natural Resources and
Territorial Challenges of the Future”. The purpose of the Communication is to highlight key challenges and major policy
issues regarding EU agriculture and rural development, and to outline policy options for the future. The Communication
states that: “the future CAP should contain a greener and more equitably distributed first pillar and a second pillar focussing
more on competitiveness and innovation, climate change and the environment.” It also proposes the following main
objectives for the future CAP: 1) viable food production, 2) sustainable management of natural resources and climate
change, and 3) balanced territorial development.

The Communication sets out three options for future policy: option one requires the lowest level of changes to the
existing policy; option two involves major changes to make it more sustainable; and, option three represents the most
radical changes to the current CAP and is described as: “a more far reaching reform of the CAP with a strong focus
on environmental and climate change objectives, while moving away gradually from income support and most market
measures.” Whether CAP reform delivers real benefits for the environment depends on which of the three policy options
the Commission chooses. DG Agriculture is expected to present legal proposals later this year. For more information on
the debate and to read the Communication, please go to: http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-post-2013/index_en.htm

7. The 2010 Red List of Finnish Species published

Liisa Nikula, Senior Advisor, International Cooperation Metséhallitus, Natural Heritage Services has informed Eurosite, that the 2010
Red List of Finland’s Species was published on 1 Dec 2010. The publication can be found on: http://www.environment.fi/redlist.
One general plus five more detailed press releases can be found on the same theme page. On this page you will also find the
publication which is published with Finnish and English running side by side.

There are 2,247 threatened species in Finland, which is 10.5 per cent of the 21,400 species evaluated. The number of species
evaluated is exceptionally large, even by international standards. In 2010, over 6,000 more species were evaluated than in the
previous evaluation in 2000. During the last ten years, the status of 186 species (10.0 per cent of the 1,505 species evaluated in
2000) has improved, while that of 356 has deteriorated. This indicates that, whilst species continue to decline, conservation efforts
are also producing results for many species.

Metsahallitus Natural Heritage Services have been very much involved in gathering the information and making the publication come

true, together with many relevant organisations under the leadership of the Ministry of the Environment.
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8. Dutch province donates jeeps to Odra Delta in Poland

The Dutch province of Noord-Brabant has donated two jeeps to conservation organisation EUCC Poland. Vereniging
Natuurmonumenten has made it possible that the jeeps can be used in the Odra Delta nature reserve in Poland. This nature reserve
is located near Stettin north of Berlin. The jeeps have been written off by the province, but in the area of the Odra Delta the cars can
still be used well.

This gift is a first result of a close collaboration between Vereniging Natuurmonumenten and EUCC Poland, both long-standing
Eurosite members. Since September 2010 they have an official twinning agreement, facilitated and supported by Eurosite. Eurosite
had made it possible for managers from different regions across Europe to exchange knowledge and experience.

On Wednesday 15 December 2010, the official transfer of the jeeps was carried out by provincial representative Yves Boyer to Dr.
Kazimierz Rabski of EUCC Poland in front of the provincial house in ‘s-Hertogenbosch. The Polish and Dutch site managers drove
the two cars to the Odra Delta together very early on Thursday morning. In Poland upon arrival a meeting about the area, the use of
the jeeps and field visits were planned.

The staff of EUCC Poland have expressed their great thanks and are very happy with their latest assets. It's been EUCC's long-term
wish to make use of a 4x4 jeep. Although concerns about Natura 2000 remain, the two jeeps are valuable tools which will make site
management tasks in the nature reserve a bit easier.

Photo courtesy of Hans Hofland

9. Useful links

Natura2000 newsletter
http:/lec.europa.eu/environment/nature/info/pubs/docs/nat2000newsl/nat29_en.pdf

This European Commission Nature and Biodiversity Newsletter contains an article on the research project from Eurosite and Alterra
on resolving conflicts in Natura 2000 sites. It also contains an article on a WFD and Natura 2000 workshop held in June of last year
which resulted in a workshop report and a case studies overview. Other articles refer to the first overview of marine Important Bird
Areas in the EU and the Natura 2000 Viewer which is now available on iPhone and iPad.
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European Agenda - Forthcoming Meetings and Events of Interest in 2011

January

20 European Habitats Forum Meeting
Brussels, Belgium
Internal meeting, EHF members only (Eurosite is a member)
Organised by the EHF Secretariat

21 European Habitats Forum meeting with DG ENV, European Commission
Brussels, Belgium
Internal meeting, EHF members and EC only (Eurosite is a member)
Organised by the EHF Secretariat and DG ENV

24 -26 European Parliament Environment Committee
Brussels, Belgium
European Parliament Committee Meeting
Organised by the European Parliament
Website: www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI

26 Meeting of the EC’s Natura 2000 Management Group
Brussels, Belgium
Registered participants (Eurosite is a member)
Organised by DG ENV, European Commission

24-4 Ninth session of the UN Forum on Forests and launch of the International Year of Forests
Feb New York, United States

UN Forum on Forests — limited participants

Organised by the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF)

Website: www.un.org/esa/forests/index.html

31-2 Nordic Conference on Sustainable Development in the Baltic Sea
Feb Turku, Finland

Open to pre-registered participants

Organised by Solutions local, together

Website: www.solutions2011.fi/index.php/keke:welcome

February

31 Jan - Nordic Conference on Sustainable Development in the Baltic Sea
2Feb  Turku, Finland

Open to pre-registered participants

Organised by Solutions local, together

Website: www.solutions2011.filindex.php/keke:welcome

2 World Wetlands Day
Organised by the Ramsar Convention
A wide range of events taking place, see the website at:
www.ramsar.org/cda/en/ramsar-activities-wwds/main/ramsar/1-63-78_4000_0__

24 Jan - Ninth session of the UN Forum on Forests and launch of the International Year of Forests
4 Feb  New York, United States

UN Forum on Forests — limited participants

Organised by the UN Forum on Forests (UNFF)

Website: www.un.org/esa/forests/index.html
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February cont.

7 LIFE+ in the Alps - lessons learnt and opportunities
Bolzano, Italy
Information seminar — open to pre-registered participants
Organised by the Alpine Convention Secretariat
Website: www.alpconv.org/themes/events_en.htm

15 Deadline for EC consultation on a Future EU Financial Instrument for the Environment (continuation of LIFE+)
To take part see the website at: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/life.htm#_en.htm

17 Deadline for EC consultation on Future EU co-financing of Natura 2000
To take part see the website: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/natura2000_en.htm

March

1 EC Coordination Group for Nature and Biodiversity
Brussels, Belgium
Limited participants (Eurosite represented via EHF)
Organised by DG ENV, European Commission

Week (Half-day) Information session on the LIFE+ Programme
1 Mar  Brussels, Belgium

Target audience TBC

Organised by DG ENV, European Commission

16-17 European Parliament Environment Committee
Brussels, Belgium
European Parliament Committee Meeting
Organised by the European Parliament
Website: www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI

24 -26 Informal EU Environment Council Meeting
Budapest and Gadolls, Hungary
EU Environment Ministers Meeting
Organised by the EU Council
Website: http://europa.eu/eucalendar/event/id/185054-environment-council-informal/mode/standalone

29-30 Gestion des risques naturels, industriels et sanitaires dans les Espaces Naturels
Nantes, France
Forum des Gestionnaires des Espaces Naturels
Organised by ATEN and LPO
Website: http://forumdesgestionnaires.espaces-naturels.fr/accueil

31-1  Second International Workshop on Appropriate Assessment
April  Pilsen, Czech Republic
Open to pre-registered participants
Organised by Czech NGO Ametyst
Website: www.eurosite.org/en-UK/content/2nd-international-workshop-appropriate-assessment

April

31 Mar - Second International Workshop on Appropriate Assessment
1 April Pilsen, Czech Republic
Open to pre-registered participants
Organised by Czech NGO Ametyst
Website: www.eurosite.org/en-UK/content/2nd-international-workshop-appropriate-assessment
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April cont.

6-9 20th Workshop of the I.A.V.S WG for the European Vegetation Survey
Rome, Italy
Open to pre-registered participants
Organised by the International Association for Vegetation Science (IAVS)
Website: www.evsitalia.eu/20th_workshop/

7 EC Working Group on Reporting under the Nature Directives
Brussels, Belgium
Technical working group
Organised by DG ENV, European Commission

11-12 European Parliament Environment Committee
Brussels, Belgium
European Parliament Committee Meeting
Organised by the European Parliament
Website: www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI

11-14 Nitrogen and Global Change: Key Findings - Future Challenges
Edinburgh, United Kingdom
Workshop for scientists and policy stakeholders
Organised by Nitrogen in Europe (NinE) and other organisations
Website: www.nitrogen2011.org/

18-19 European Parliament Environment Committee
Brussels, Belgium
European Parliament Committee Meeting
Organised by the European Parliament
Website: www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI

May

Dates EU Nature Directors Meeting
TBC Hungary
Organised by DG ENV, European Commission and the Hungarian Presidency

13 EU Habitats and Ornis Committees
Brussels, Belgium
EC Committees
Organised by DG ENV, European Commission

16- 18 Eurosite Workshop: Wetland Restoration in Practice
Ambleteuse, France
Eurosite members workshop — open to pre-registered participants
Organised by Eurosite and EDEN 62
Website: http://www.eurosite.org/en-UK/content/eurosite-workshop-wetland-restoration-practice

18 Workshop: Ex-situ conservation of wild species in Europe
Brussels, Belgium
Organised by DG ENV, European Commission

22 International Day of Biodiversity - this year the theme is ‘Biodiversity and Forests’
For information concerning events, see the CBD webpage: www.cbd.int/idb/2011/

23-25 European Parliament Environment Committee
Brussels, Belgium
European Parliament Committee Meeting
Organised by the European Parliament
Website: www.europarl.europa.eu/activities/committees/homeCom.do?language=EN&body=ENVI
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