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Welcome to this special edition of Euro-Site-Manager! This newsletter reports on the UN Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD) which took place 18th until 29th October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan. The CBD has been a success and its’ outcomes 
were welcomed. EU Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik and EU Environment Council Joke Schauvliege called the 
CBD ‘a major step forward’. This newsletter contains a fact-sheet on the CBD, the main report and analysis and the new 20 
biodiversity targets that were agreed during the COP, highlighting the ones particularly relevant for site-managers. 

Enjoy this special edition of Euro-Site-Manager!

The Eurosite Team.      

EURO – SITE – MANAGER
special edition 26 november 2010
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Fact-sheet: The UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)

What is it?

The UN Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) provides a legal framework for global action on biodiversity. It is one of three 
conventions which were agreed during the UN Conference on Environment and Development, more commonly known as the ‘Rio 
Earth Summit’ which took place in Rio in 1992. The two other conventions were the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) and the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 

What is its purpose?

The CBD has three main objectives:
1.	 The conservation of biological diversity
2.	 The sustainable use of the components of biological diversity
3.	 The fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic resources

Under these three headline objectives, the full text of the convention is divided into 42 articles which cover a number of issues 
relating to the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity as well as the modes of working. A number of articles are of particular 
relevance to land managers, for example: 
•	 Article 6: general measures for conservation and sustainable use
•	 Article 7: identification and monitoring
•	 Article 8: in-situ conservation
•	 Article 10: sustainable use of components of biological diversity
•	 Article 12: research and training
•	 Article 13: public education and awareness
•	 Article 14: impact assessment and minimising adverse impacts

Under the CBD, there is also a supplementary treaty, known as the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety that came into force in 2003. 
This treaty seeks to protect biodiversity from potential risks posed by living modified organisms resulting from modern biotechnology. 

Who does it involve?

193 states from around the world are parties to the CBD, however a notable absence is that of the United States. 

How does it work?

Its work programmes and policies need to be approved by the Conference of the Parties (COP) which are convened every two years 
to review and progress implementation. The latest COP was COP10, which just took place in October 2010, Nagoya, Japan. The 
next one, COP 11, will be hosted by India in 2012.

The COP is assisted by the Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice (SBSTTA) which is comprised of 
experts from governments, NGOs, research institutes and other organisations that provide technical recommendations concerning 
implementation. As well as SBSTTA, working groups are convened for limited time periods to deal with specific issues as and when 
they arise, known as ‘ad hoc open-ended working groups’, which are open to all parties as well as some observers.

Thematic Programmes

The CBD has established seven thematic work programmes relating to particular aspects of biodiversity conservation, that are 
implemented by the parties to the CBD with support from the secretariat and other organisations. The thematic programmes cover 
the following areas:
•	 Agricultural biodiversity
•	 Dry and sub-humid lands biodiversity
•	 Forest biodiversity
•	 Inland waters biodiversity
•	 Island biodiversity
•	 Marine and coastal biodiversity
•	 Mountain biodiversity
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Notable dates

The United Nations declared the 22nd May as the International Day of Biodiversity, to commemorate the day of adoption of the 
convention text. It also declared the year 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity and 2011 as the International Year of Forests.

The Secretariat

The CBD Secretariat was established to support the implementation of the convention and is based in Montreal, Canada. The 
secretariat can be contacted at:
Address: 413 Saint Jacques Street, Suite 800, Montreal, QC H2Y 1N9, Canada
Telephone: +1 514 288 2220
Email: secretariat@cbd.int
Website: www.cbd.int

Feedback from the CBD COP10 in Nagoya, Japan, 18th – 29th October 2010

1. Summary and Analysis of the CBD COP10 Negotiations

The CBD COP10 was widely hailed as a success with agreements reached between the 193 parties on a wide range of issues. In 
particular, there was a standing ovation in the plenary when the new Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) was 
finally agreed after many years of negotiations. Reaching a deal on ABS was critical to the success of the whole conference as 
several developing countries had said that it would be impossible to reach a deal on any of the other elements if an agreement was 
not reached on ABS. However, other agreements were also reached, with the adoption of a revised strategic plan for the period 2011 
– 2020 containing new biodiversity targets, a decision made on the implementation of the CBD biodiversity financing plan, known 
as the ‘Strategy for Resource Mobilisation’, and a total of forty-seven decisions adopted on a range of issues. The success of the 
conference contrasted with the failure to reach an agreement in the UN Climate Change conference in Copenhagen a year earlier 
and many hailed the success of CBD COP10 as restoring faith in the UN system for multilateral environmental agreements. 

However, whilst the conference was undoubtedly a success in terms of resulting in an agreement at all, there was also some criticism. 
Some participants felt that the reason why the compromise text on ABS was finally adopted was because the contentious texts 
were simply deleted and the final agreement is unclear and subject to a wide range of interpretations which are likely to create legal 
uncertainty and difficulties in implementation. With regard to the Strategic Plan and new biodiversity targets, some participants felt 
that the biodiversity targets agreed are too weak and lack ambition, for example, NGOs had been asking for protected area targets 
of 25% for terrestrial and 15% for marine, but the final agreements were just for 17% and 10% respectively. In relation to the decision 
concerning the financing strategy, developing countries had been pushing for the CBD to agree on targets and indicators, whereas 
the final outcome only partially achieved this by agreeing on indicators and a timeframe in which to set targets.

However, given what was achieved within the conference which involved 193 parties to the convention and around 7,000 delegates, 
and which at certain points had looked unlikely to result in any agreement at all, most people agree it was a success and welcome 
the outcomes. This includes the EU Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik who issued a joint statement with the President 
of the EU Environment Council, Joke Schauvliege, “warmly welcoming” the outcomes of COP 10 and saying: “Nagoya has been 
a major step forward. We hope that future generations will come to regard it as the ‘tipping point’ which brought our planet back 
from the brink of ecological disaster.” To read the full statement by the EU Commissioner, visit the weblink: http://europa.eu/rapid/
pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/10/538&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

2. Main Results of the CBD Negotiations

2.1 Agreement Adopted on Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS)

An agreement on Access and Benefit Sharing was adopted, called the ‘Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the 
Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization’. This was a major landmark as its adoption followed many years 
of negotiations. The protocol sets out rules and procedures for implementing the third CBD objective, namely to ensure the fair and 
equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic resources’. It is expected to enter into force from 2015. The 
final text is not yet available, however the advance unedited version of the protocol that was adopted by the CBD plenary is available 
at: www.cbd.int/cop/cop-10/doc/advance-final-unedited-texts/advance-unedited-version-ABS-Protocol-footnote-en.doc
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2.2 Adoption of a New CBD Strategic Plan and Biodiversity Targets

The Strategic Plan was revised and updated and a new version approved for the period 2011 – 2020 with a mission, strategic 
goals and targets which aims to inspire a wide range of action by parties to the CBD and other stakeholders. The CBD also urged 
governments to develop their own national and regional targets and update their Biodiversity Action Plans, to comply with the 
measures and targets outlined in this new strategic plan. The advance unedited text of the new strategic plan can be viewed at: www.
cbd.int/cop/cop-10/doc/advance-final-unedited-texts/advance-unedited-version-strategic-plan-footnote-en.doc

A New Vision:
The Strategic Plan contains the following new vision for biodiversity, which is: 

a world of “Living in harmony with nature” where “by 2050, biodiversity is valued, conserved, restored and wisely used, maintaining  
ecosystem services, sustaining a healthy planet and delivering benefits essential for all people.”

A New Mission
The Strategic Plan also outlines the following new mission:

Take effective and urgent action to halt the loss of biodiversity in order to ensure that by 2020 ecosystems are resilient and continue to 
provide essential services, thereby securing the planet’s variety of life, and contributing to human well-being, and poverty eradication;
To ensure this, pressures on biodiversity are reduced, ecosystems are restored, biological resources are sustainably used and 
benefits arising out of utilization of genetic resources are shared in a fair and equitable manner; adequate financial resources are 
provided, capacities are enhanced, biodiversity issues and values mainstreamed, appropriate policies are effectively implemented, 
and decision-making is based on sound science and the precautionary approach.

New Biodiversity Targets
New biodiversity targets were agreed, known as the ‘Aichi targets’ for twenty different work areas. They are organised under five main 
strategic goals and the full list is given at the end of this Euro-site-manager report. Of these targets, one of the most relevant to site 
managers is target eleven on protected areas, which states that: 

“By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas of 
particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologically 
representative and well connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and integrated 
into the wider landscape and seascapes.” 

2.3 Progress made on Financing

A financing plan known as the ‘Strategy for Resource Mobilisation’ was adopted in the last COP, but COP 10 resulted in a decision 
on activities and indicators for its implementation, as well as agreeing to develop new financing targets for adoption in COP 11. It 
aims to secure greater sources of financing for biodiversity from a range of sources, including: overseas development aid budgets, 
domestic government budgets, the private sector and NGOs. The decision also requests countries to assess their own funding 
needs, gaps and priorities and develop their own national financing plans. To read the full text (advance unedited version) of the 
decision concerning the Strategy for Resource Mobilisation, please go to: www.cbd.int/cop/cop-10/doc/advance-final-unedited-texts/
advance-unedited-version-resoruce-mobilization-en.doc

Some of the parties to the convention also announced major commitments of financing for biodiversity during the conference, in 
particular, Japan pledged $2billion (€1,460million) of funding to protect biodiversity in developing countries. Funding commitments 
were also made by other countries, including several to support the CBD programme of work on protected areas.
 
2.4 Decisions Adopted during COP10

Forty-seven decisions were adopted during COP10. Those of particular relevance to European site managers, include: 
•	 UN Decade for Biodiversity 2011 – 2020: requests the UN to dedicate this decade to biodiversity.
•	 Global Strategy for Plant Conservation: requests the adoption of an updated version of the strategy, with new targets, for 	
	 the period 2011 – 2020.
•	 Communication, Education and Public Awareness: calls for strengthened work on communication and awareness-raising, 	
	 to build on the momentum generated during 2010.
•	 Inland Waters: highlights the increasing pressure on water resources across the globe and the links to biodiversity and 	
	 calls for strengthened efforts to protect inland waters.
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•	 Marine and Coastal Biodiversity: highlights a number of areas for action, including: the identification of Ecologically or 	
	 Biologically Sensitive Areas; unsustainable and illegal fishing; ocean fertilisation and ocean acidification etc.
•	 Mountain Biological Diversity: outlines actions to conserve mountain biodiversity, including through the establishment of 	
	 conservation corridors and improved connectivity. 
•	 Protected Areas: highlights issues needing greater attention including: sustainable finance; climate change; management 	
	 effectiveness; IAS management; marine protected areas; inland waters; habitat restoration; and valuing ecosystem services.
•	 Biodiversity and Climate Change: discussions on this decision focused on geoengineering, the need for greater 		
	 cooperation across the three UN Rio conventions, and the REDD+ initiative (reducing emissions from deforestation 		
	 and degradation), as well as action to: assess and reduce the impacts of climate change on biodiversity and promoting 	
	 ecosystem-based approaches for climate change adaptation and mitigation.
•	 Agricultural Biodiversity: amongst other issues, this reflects discussions on how to promote the positive and minimise the 	
	 negative impacts of biofuels and nutrient loading as well as the need to conserve genetic biodiversity.
•	 Forest Biodiversity: highlights the need for greater cooperation with the UN Forum on Forests and other international fora.
•	 Biofuels and Biodiversity: outlines the need to promote the positive whilst minimising any negative impacts of biofuels on 	
	 biodiversity.
•	 Invasive Alien Species: includes a commitment to establish a new expert group to develop ways of limiting the introduction 	
	 and spread of invasive alien species

To read the full advance unedited texts of all the decisions adopted in the CBD COP, please go to the website: http://www.cbd.int/
nagoya/outcomes/

3. Announcements Made During the CBD COP10

3.1 New Fund for Saving Species

The Global Environment Facility, World Bank and IUCN announced a new ‘Save our Species’ Fund for ‘on the ground’ conservation 
projects which aim to conserve species. They are asking businesses to pledge contributions to the fund with the aim of creating 
the biggest species fund ever by 2015. Nokia has so far become the first company to join the scheme and make a pledge. More 
information about the fund is available at the website: www.sospecies.org

3.2 Red List

IUCN presented the findings of a new study which shows that a fifth of the world’s vertebrates are threatened with extinction. The study 
will be published in the journal ‘Science’ and is the most comprehensive assessment of the world’s vertebrates to date. It showed that 
Southeast Asia has experienced the most dramatic recent species losses, partly due to expansions in oil palm cultivation, logging, 
agricultural conversion and unsustainable hunting. There have also been significant losses in amphibians worldwide due to a fungal 
disease. However, more positively, the study also showed that where targeted conservation efforts had been made, the status of 
biodiversity has improved. The situation had improved for several species, for example, following the reintroductions of some species 
which were previously extinct in the wild and the successful control of invasive alien species on islands that had previously threatened 
native species. As well as presenting the results of the study, IUCN pressed the CBD COP to result in new funding for conservation 
action, to scale up efforts to protect species. More information is available on the IUCN Red List website: www.iucnredlist.org/news/
vertebrate-story

3.3. International Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

A significant decision of the CBD COP was a request to the UN General Assembly to establish as soon as practicable, an international 
science-policy platform on biodiversity and ecosystem services (IPBES). This would work in a similar way to the Inter-governmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) under the UNFCCC by providing governments and decision-makers with scientific information on 
biodiversity and ecosystem services. To follow the progress in establishing the platform, you can consult the website: http://ipbes.net/

3.4 New World Bank Partnership on National Green Accounting

During the CBD COP, the World Bank announced it is establishing a new Partnership for Ecosystem Services Valuation which will 
follow up the findings of the TEEB. The aim is to go a step further than identifying the economic benefits provided by ecosystem 
services, by assisting developing countries to integrate the economic benefits provided by ecosystem services into their national 
accounting systems. It is hoped that by giving an economic value to ecosystem services within national accounting, decision-makers 
will be helped to better manage and protect their natural assets such as forests, wetlands and coral reefs.
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The partnership will include developed and developing countries, international organisations such as UNEP, NGOs and the global 
organisation for policy-makers, GLOBE International and will initially run as a pilot with the expectation that other countries will take 
up the same methods. For more information, see the press release on the World Bank website: http://go.worldbank.org/K09MJRI6G0

3.5 Angela Merkel is Awarded Biodiversity Prize

The German Chancellor Angela Merkel was awarded the MIDORI prize for biodiversity, for her leadership on global environmental 
issues and in recognition of her efforts during the International Year of Biodiversity. The MIDORI Award is organised by the AEON 
Environmental Foundation and Japan’s Ministry of the Environment and Chancellor Merkel received prize money of $500,000 
(approx €350,000). During the CBD COP, the AEON Environmental Foundation and the CBD Secretariat also agreed to cooperate 
on biodiversity conservation in future, including by implementing biodiversity programmes such as environmental education and tree 
planting and promoting the MIDORI biodiversity prize. For more information, see the press release on the CBD website: www.cbd.
int/doc/press/2010/pr-2010-10-29-cop-midori-en.pdf

4. Future Developments Beyond the end of CBD COP 10 

4.1 International Year of Forests - 2011

Although the end of 2010 signals the end of the International Year of Biodiversity, it is also the start of the International Year of Forests 
which the UN has declared for 2011. The aim is to raise awareness on sustainable management, conservation and the sustainable 
development of all forest types and a number of events and activities are being planned. We also plan to cover the issue in one of 
next year’s Euro-Site-Managers special reports. For more information on how you can get involved, please visit the website at: www.
un.org/en/events/iyof2011/

4.2 The Next CBD Conference – COP11
The next CBD COP will be hosted by India in New Delhi on the 8th – 19th October 2012.

4.3 Rio +20 Conference 

As a follow up to the 1992 Rio Earth Conference, the UN is preparing for a Conference on Sustainable Development, to take place 
in Rio in 2012, also known as UNCSD 2012 or Rio +20. During the CBD COP it was agreed to increase cooperation with the other 
two conventions on desertification and climate change in the run up to the Rio +20 conference. Rio +20 will focus on two themes: 
developing a green economy within the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication; and institutional frameworks 
for sustainable development. For the latest, news and information about the conference, and to provide comments and influence the 
process, please visit the website: www.uncsd2012.org

New Biodiversity Targets Adopted in the CBD Plenary (Advanced Unedited Text)

The twenty new biodiversity targets for 2020 that were adopted in the CBD are given below – although these are the advanced 
unedited texts, so the final versions may be different. The targets that are of particular interest to site-managers in Europe are marked 
in italics although all are relevant.

Strategic goal A. Address the underlying causes of biodiversity loss by mainstreaming biodiversity across government and 
society

1: By 2020, at the latest, people are aware of the values of biodiversity and the steps they can take to conserve and use it sustainably.
2: By 2020, at the latest, biodiversity values have been integrated into national and local development and poverty reduction strategies 
and planning processes and are being incorporated into national accounting, as appropriate, and reporting systems. 
3: By 2020, at the latest, incentives, including subsidies, harmful to biodiversity are eliminated, phased out or reformed in order to 
minimize or avoid negative impacts, and positive incentives for the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity are developed 
and applied, consistent and in harmony with the Convention and other relevant international obligations, taking into account national 
socio economic conditions. 
4: By 2020, at the latest, Governments, business and stakeholders at all levels have taken steps to achieve or have implemented 
plans for sustainable production and consumption and have kept the impacts of use of natural resources well within safe ecological 
limits.
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Strategic goal B. Reduce the direct pressures on biodiversity and promote sustainable use 

5: By 2020, the rate of loss of all natural habitats, including forests, is at least halved and where feasible brought close to zero, and 
degradation and fragmentation is significantly reduced.
6: By 2020 all fish and invertebrate stocks and aquatic plants are managed and harvested sustainably, legally and applying ecosys-
tem based approaches, so that overfishing is avoided, recovery plans and measures are in place for all depleted species, fisheries 
have no significant adverse impacts on threatened species and vulnerable ecosystems and the impacts of fisheries on stocks, 
species and ecosystems are within safe ecological limits.
7: By 2020 areas under agriculture, aquaculture and forestry are managed sustainably, ensuring conservation of biodiversity.
8: By 2020, pollution, including from excess nutrients, has been brought to levels that are not detrimental to ecosystem function 
and biodiversity.
9: By 2020, invasive alien species and pathways are identified and prioritized, priority species are controlled or eradicated, and 
measures are in place to manage pathways to prevent their introduction and establishment. 
10:  By 2015, the multiple anthropogenic pressures on coral reefs, and other vulnerable ecosystems impacted by climate change or 
ocean acidification are minimized, so as to maintain their integrity and functioning.

Strategic goal C: To improve the status of biodiversity by safeguarding ecosystems, species and genetic diversity

11: By 2020, at least 17 per cent of terrestrial and inland water, and 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, especially areas of 
particular importance for biodiversity and ecosystem services, are conserved through effectively and equitably managed, ecologi-
cally representative and well connected systems of protected areas and other effective area-based conservation measures, and 
integrated into the wider landscape and seascapes. 
12:  By 2020 the extinction of known threatened species has been prevented and their conservation status, particularly of those 
most in decline, has been improved and sustained.
13: By 2020, the genetic diversity of cultivated plants and farmed and domesticated animals and of wild relatives, including other 
socio-economically as well as culturally valuable species, is maintained, and strategies have been developed and implemented for 
minimizing genetic erosion and safeguarding their genetic diversity.

Strategic goal D: Enhance the benefits to all from biodiversity and ecosystem services.

14: By 2020, ecosystems that provide essential services, including services related to water, and contribute to health, livelihoods 
and well-being, are restored and safeguarded, taking into account the needs of women, indigenous and local communities, and the 
poor and vulnerable.
15: By 2020, ecosystem resilience and the contribution of biodiversity to carbon stocks has been enhanced, through conservation 
and restoration, including restoration of at least 15 per cent of degraded ecosystems, thereby contributing to climate change mitiga-
tion and adaptation and to combating desertification. 
16: By 2015, the Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising  from 
their Utilization is in force and operational, consistent with national legislation.

Strategic goal E. Enhance implementation through participatory planning, knowledge management and capacity building 

17: By 2015 each Party has developed, adopted as a policy instrument, and has commenced implementing an effective, participa-
tory and updated national biodiversity strategy and action plan. 
18: By 2020, the traditional knowledge, innovations and practices of indigenous and local communities relevant for the conserva-
tion and sustainable use of biodiversity, and their customary use of biological resources, are respected, subject to national legisla-
tion and relevant international obligations, and fully integrated and reflected in the implementation of the Convention with the full 
and effective participation of indigenous and local communities, at all relevant levels
19: By 2020, knowledge, the science base and technologies relating to biodiversity, its values, functioning, status and trends, and 
the consequences of its loss, are improved, widely shared and transferred, and applied.
20: By 2020, at the latest, the mobilization of financial resources for effectively implementing the Strategic Plan 2011-2020 from all 
sources and in accordance with the consolidated and agreed process in the Strategy for Resource Mobilization should increase 
substantially from the current levels. This target will be subject to changes contingent to resources needs assessments to be devel-
oped and reported by Parties.
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