WG 6: Connectivity and large scale Conservation

Why history matters, big is beautiful and money talks

The KEN-project executed by ECNC was rooted in social sciences and showed how the differences in institutional and governmental arrangements in the countries studied (Croatia, Estonia, Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, UK) lead to different sets of constraints and opportunities for the implementation of ecological networks. Looking at it from the angle of participatory approach, past experiences of the local stakeholders with land use policy, with nature conservation -but also with each other!- play a major role the process.  History matters! A balance has to be found between socio-economic interest and ecological interconnectivity while at the same time practical, crossectoral partnerships should be stimulated to reach results and to show the feasibility of creating ecological networks.

From the presentation of the Cantabric to Alps corridor-project it became clear that a sweeping, grand scale vision has a tremendous power. It served as a source of inspiration for (political) stakeholders on local and regional levels spread over this wide territory and will gradually lead to the fulfillment of the dream of a true bioregional approach in a region with heavy demographic constraints. Big is beautiful!

The discussion focussed on the effectivity of participatory approach to establish large scale ecological networks. “Participation with whom?”,  was the big question  Since resources are scarce and participatory processess take up much time and money, one has to decide carefully in whom to invest. And since the establishment of ecological networks is about a shift in land use, one should deal primarily with the landowners, according to one of the participants. It is mainly agricultural landuse that prevents permeability and connectivity. Therefor our efforts should be concentrated on the agricultural stakeholders. From past experience it is obvious that without proper compensation –money talks- all our efforts are in vain. The new CAP offers a window of opportunity though, one we should not let pass by. 

